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Literature and Cultural Memory
Cultural memory is a form of collective memory that helps remind people of their culture through symbols such as ancient texts or manuscripts. It is usually passed from one generation to another. The cultural memory concept relates to literature by illustrating the cultural characters or materials that do not change in a society's history. Assmann (2008) distinguished between collective memory and cultural memory, which helped to illustrate how the literature utilized them. Assmann claimed that cultural memory is different because it focuses on describing the cultural characteristics, while collective memory focuses more on history, which can be represented verbally or through writings.
 According to the distinctions made by Assmann, literature plays a vital role in the cultural memory of various societies. Literature helps instill cultural memory in society over the years by illustrating various cultural symbols and objects in museums of different communities. For example, the cultural memory symbol is the pyramid which is associated with Ancient Egypt. The pyramids have never changed since they were built for current generations. 
Various literature presents pyramids as they were built from one generation to another. Many societies have a special cultural memory of an object, image, or landscape, which helps present fateful memory of the past but is fixed (Assmann and Czaplicka, 1995). However, collective memory is historical events narrated by various authors which can easily change depending on the author's perspective. Historical representation of the cultural memory helps create a cultural identity that will never be erased in the coming generations. 
Literature creates cultural identity by illustrating the characteristics of different cultural symbols that demonstrate a society's culture. The cultural symbols help to explain the characteristics of a culture. For example, the temple of Yahweh in ancient Israel history helps to show that Israelites had religious believes. The temple as a cultural symbol and characteristics derived from literature helps make a cultural identity of Israelites or Jewish (Wertsch, 2007). Assaminn stated that cultural memory does not have its memory, but it helps to trigger our memory. The cultural symbols kept in the museums or different places illustrated in literature helps to trigger people's minds about the historical events in that society. It makes those people identify themselves with the historical events in that society (Lachmann, 2004). For example, Swastika symbolized the Nazi party, which participated in the mass killing of many people in Germany. The armband won by the Nazi soldiers contained Swastika, which represented the Nazi party. 
The armbands were collected and stored as symbols of historical evidence. The Swastika is a good example of the cultural memory of Germany, and its meaning is illustrated by the literature, which makes people understand its people. It helps the Germans to accept that horrific historical event and accept it as part of their cultural history. Thus, literature helps to provide the meaning of the cultural memory, which provides cultural identity (Lachmann, 2008).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summation, since cultural memory includes symbols like manuscripts, landscapes, and objects, descriptions of those features through literature helps to bring out their cultural leaning (Rodriguez and Fortier, 2007). For example, the pyramids of Egypt do not physically illustrate their cultural meaning when looking at them. Still, through literature interpretation and research, they represent a religious aspect of Egyptian culture of the afterlife.     
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